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added, "Jean Jacques Eousseau became a convert for the sum
of three francs in sous !"
Pending the confirmation of these reports, the subject of
them was left neither quite a Christian nor yet a Jewess,
hanging, like Mohammed's coffin, between heaven and earth.
Jn December Mademoiselle Eachel again played Amenaide
in "Tancrede." Five years had elapsed since that tragedy
had been revived for her, but all her efforts *to render it ac-
ceptable to the public were unavailing. Yet this " Tancrede,"
founded on one of the most charming passages of Ariosto's
poem, is one of Voltaire's best plays, and is really full of in-
terest. Amenaide, the chivalrous heroine of the Middle Ages,
half Oriental and half French, is a very brilliant and fascina-
ting character; yet, notwithstanding her passionate love, her
despair, and her splendid costume, she could not, even when
represented by Mademoiselle Rachel, find favor with the
public. Not,that the actress lacked talent in this role, or
was wanting in zeal; the fault was not in her. "What was
wanting was a Tancrede. When the knight, whose great
deeds and passionate love constitute the chief interest of the
play, has so incompetent a representative on the stage, the
audience can not be made to accept it. The work has the
effect of the play announced by the manager of the itinerant
company as the play of " Hamlet" with the part of Hamlet
left out. Tancrede might as well have been left out.
In the spring of this year the Theatre Franc,ais lost three
of its celebrities. Mademoiselle Mars, whose brilliant dra-
matic career had lasted nearly half a century, died in March
of this year. She had retired from the stage some few years
before. Joanny. the last remaining tragic actor of any excel-
lence, the last of the Horatii, retired from the stage in the
month of April. Mademoiselle Georges retired in the month
of June. Her health no longer permitted her to undergo the
fatigue that attended the discharge of her professional duties
on the stage, but she opened a class of declamation. Among
her pupils may be mentioned an actress of some repute in the
United States—Miss Davenport, who took lessons of her in
1856.

